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jiqi (n) machine didnshiji (n) jiating (n) household
TV set

dajia(pro) everyone  lidiojié (v) to shiji¢ (n) world
understand

bijidio (v) to compare yOngjiti (v) eternal jidnshé (v) to con-
struct

jié’mgshi (n) lecturer  jintidn (n) today  jinlai (v) to come
in

Beljing (n) Beijing  tidngi (n) weather érqié (conj) and,
also

qiaGtian (n) autumn  qidnmidan (n) front gidngjian (a) robust

miqin (n) mother  fugin (n) father gdnqing (n) feelings

pinqiong (a) poor  dongxi (n) thing  xiatian (n) summer

xiézi (v) to write xidoshuo (n) xiali (v) to repair
fiction

xitnzai (ad) now xidngxiang (v) to  xidngxin (v) to
imagine believe

xingxing (ﬁ) star xiong’é (a) fierce

12. 3 r— Suffixed Syllables
In Section 2.1 we introduced the retroflex vowel er. Certain
words in Putonghua, most of them nouns. can take this retroflex
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as a suffix. The addition of er to a word can indicate the small
size of the object named, the speaker’s affection or intimacy to-
ward it. or a euphemistic tone. Phonetically, what happens
when er becomes a suffix is that it drops its e and becomes sim-
ply r; this r is hooked onto a syllable of the word in question,
which is then called an r—suffixed syllable. In this way hua (flow-
er) plus er becomes hudr, nido (bird) plus er becomes nidor,
and so on.

In writing, the r—suffiex is indicated by simply adding
an r onto the existing syllable, as can be seen in the left—hand
column below. In speech, however, the addition of r causes all
sorts of changes in pronunciation, different for each different syl-
lable it hooks up with. See the list below for a detailed presenta-
tion of the pronunciation of each type of r—suffixed syllable.

Written form Actual pronunciation
—ar (mdr, horse) —ar (mdr)

—air (gdir, lid) —ar (gar)

—anr (pdnr, plate) —ar (par)

—aor (bdor, bundle) —aor (bdor)

—angr (gangr, jar) —ar(gar)

—or (mor, dust) —or (mor)

—our (héur, monkey) —our (héur)

—ongr (chéngr, insect) — 3r(chdr)

—er (gér, song) —er (g&r)

—eir (béir, back) —er (bér) e
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—enr (ménr, door)

—engr (déngr, lamp)

—ir * (zir, Chinese character)

—ir (mir, rice)

—iar (xidr, box)

—ier (diér, saucer)
—iaor (nidor, bird)
—iur (qitr, ball)

- —ianr (didnr, bit)
—iangr (qiangr, tune)
—inr (xinr, core)
—ingr (lingr, bell)
—iongr (xidngr, bear)
—ur (tur, rabbit)
—uar (huar, flower)
—uor thuér, work)
—uair (kuair, piece)
—uir (shuir, water)

—uanr (wdnr, to play)

—uangr (kudngr, basket)

—unr (I{inr, wheel)

—0r (qur, song)

—68 —

—er (mér)

— €r(dér)
—er (zér)
—ier (mier)
—iar (xidr)
—ier (diér)
—iaor (nidor)
—iour (gibur)

—iar (didr)

© — iar(qiar)

—ier (xier)
~ ier(li€r)
— ior(xidr)
—ur (tur)
—uar (huar)
—uor (huér)
—uar (kudr)
—uer (shuér)
—uar (wdr)
—uar(kuar)
—uer (luér)

—oer (qlier)
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—ger (juér, peg) —ter (juér)

—tanr (quanr, loop) —(ar (quar)

—tnr (qunr, skirt) —Qer (quer)
Notes:

a. a, 0, ¢ indicate nasalized a, o, e.

b. The —i marked with an asterisk indicates either of the
apical vowels that follow zh, ch, sh,r and z ¢,s.

c. See the following section for the pronuciations of U, Ue,
tan, and On.

13. Vowel Constructions with 0:
Ue, Uan, and Un

13. 1 Pronunciation

There are three vowel constuctions in Putonghua that begin
with U: one all-vowel construction, (e, and the two vowel—na-
sal constrcutions Uan and Un. Their pronunciations are dis-
cussed below.

te First form the simple vowel U, and then add e onto it.
This e, however, is not the simple vowel we encountered early
on; it is the same e as that of —ie in Section 11.1, similar to the
“e" of English “bed”. e is the main vowel of Ue, and carries the
tone marker. Practice reading: te. Gé, 0é, Ué.

Uan First form 0. and then add onto it the nasal construc-
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