Chinese Romanization: Pronunciation and Orthography

eryone has asked);
wo sud rénshi de péngyou HFTARHIAA (all my friends);
jU w& sud zhi HEFR T #1(as faras I know);
you sud tigao A i & (has enjoyed some improvement);
béi bidomian xidnxidng sud mihuod # F W B R B & B
(misled by appearances). .
sud B is written as one unit with a following verb in a limit-
ed number of words. The following are the most common words
of this type:
suowei IfiH  (so—called);
sudyu FfF  (all, every);
sudshll ff/@  (that one is affiliated with);
sudzai Fr#E  (place, location).

9.2 Tense—Marking Particles

Tense—marking particles have already been discussed in
some detail in Chapter 5, Verbs. It was noted there that the tense
markers zhe # (indicating an action in progress) and guo i (in-
dicating a past experience) are always written as a single unit with
the verb they follow. The particle le T (indicating a completed
action) is sometimes, but not always, written as a single unit with
its verb: This is because le T ,unlike zhe & and guo it , may be
separated from its verb by other elements; and also because le T
itself can act as a mood particle as well as a tense particle. (For
details on le T as a mood particle, see Section 3 of chapter.)

This section is devoted to a discussion of orthography
specifically as it relates to the tense particle le T . Three rules are
laid out to help the student master the written forms of }his parti-
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cle.

1) When le T occurs in the middle of a sentence or phrase,
and immediately follows a verb or verb construction written as a
single unit, le T is written together with that verb or verb con-
struction. .

kanle yi chdng dianying & T —F ¥ (saw a movie);

tdolunle xUduo wenti ¥ #& T ¥ % A & (discussed many
issues);

chiwanle pinggud he xiangjido Wz 58 T ¥ R M1 7% & (finished
off the apples and bananas);

ddsile san zhi tizi $TFET =R 4&F (shot three rabbits).

2) When le T occurs in the middle of a sentence or phrase,
and follows a verb phrase written as two or more units, then le T
is written separately:

z6u jinlai le yI wei jiangjon i # 3 T — 7 #% % (a general
came in)

shoushi hdo le ziji de xingli B3 4F T B S K 17ZE(gathered up
one’s luggage);

désdo ganjing le zheé jian shaféng ¥TH F % T X H H 5
(cleaned up the study);

B35 75 Y4 #9 [5) i (researched and solved the problem of environ—
mental pollution). Note that le T here applies to both verbs, so
that the meaning is equivalent to yanjidle bing jiéjuéle BF 5% T FF
BRT. _
3) When le T occurs at the end of a phrase or sentence (that
is, immediately before any form of punctuation), it is written
separately from other elements:
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Xiatian laile. ERXH¥ET. (Summer is here.);

Women fangle jia le. AT TR T. (Our vacation has be-
gun.); : ‘
Kélian de xidoydng, bei lang géi chidido le. AT HI/NE, 8
WMEVZET . (The poor little lamb was eaten.up by the wolf.);

Tian kuai lidng le, wémen gai dongshen le. RHRZT T, il
%35 T. (It's almost dawn; we should get moving.);

Hdo le, hdo le, nimen zdi buydo zhenglin le. ¥ T, # 7T,

Ni bu shi chiguo fan le ma? R AR B HZE 4R T B? (Haven't
you eaten already?) Note that le T is here treated as if it occupied
the sentence—final position, despite the presence of another parti¥
cle (ma g ) following it.

9.3 Mood Particles

Mood-indicating particles are used to add various moods,
spirits and tones to an utterance. “Mood” includes such diverse
qualities as interrogation, request, command, emphasis, and ex-
clamation. Some Chinese grammatologists classify mood particles
as an independent part of speech, calling them “mood words.”
Two distinctive features of mood particles are their position, typi-
cally at the end of a sentence or phrase, and their tone—they are
usually read in the neutral tone.(In HP, consequently, they are
never marked with tones.) The intonation of a sentence, which
in Putonghua usually rests largely on the final syllable of an ut-
terance, is in the case of a particle—final sentence transferred to
the penultimate syllable. :

Mood particles are always written separately from other
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