
guistic environment in which a given word occurs: in order to de­

cide how it should be. written. Conside~· the: foll(i)y.ring' sentence

pairs:

{.

yldong jiu ko -;fj~~ (burst into tears readily) (yldong

tpeans"easily, readily"); "" .

yJ dong jiu tElDg -1;IJWt~ (to start aching as soon:as one

moves) ,-,' ,

(dong means "to move," while yJ is part of the construction

yJ...jiu..., "as soon as... then...").

{

yiq1 poole: wu. U, ~.'~ M71i !I! (ran five miles· without
stopping) (ylq) -L:;: means "without stoppi~g");

yl qljiu Irkoilejia -~~Jl7fT~ . .'.
(left home as soon as one got angry) (ylqh"-~means;'"assoon

as one gets angry").

. • ~ I

, . yTlaikon shO, erlai cha zlliao -**~, .:::*itYf*4
(first to read books, secondly to consult reference materials)(yflai-* means "first");

yJ laijiuzuoxia kon sha· ~*it~-r-~~"

(sit down.and start reading as.soon as one:arrives) :

(yllai-* means ~as ~oon as one arrives").. '
'i

Measure Words
Measure words express units of: ~easure for objects or ac­

tions. Measure, words for' objects are the more common· of the

two types; they appear frequently in Putonghua, most often· in the
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construction "numeral + measure word + noun" to indicate the

amount or quantity of an objcet Measure words are written

separately from the words that precede and follow them:

yT ge rEm -1'A {one person} (numeral + measure word +
· noun);.

sOn wan fon =.f!1& {three bowls of rice} {numeral + meas­

ure ·word + noun}.

Other elements may be inserted into thisistructure~ In this
situation,. all components are still wiitten separately:

. sOn do wan fon =':kfa12i, {three big bowls of rice}; (numeral

. + adjective + measure word+ noun). .

Measure words are divided into two main subcategories,
noun measure words and verb measure words, in -the discussion
below.

4.5 Noun Measure Words
Noun measure words ·are units used to show Jhe number or

amount of an object. There are least a hundred measure words in
common use in modem Putonghua.Accepted usage: determines

which measure word is used with which nouns; while there is a
certain logic to the matching, the student of Putonghua must be
prepared to spend some time memorizing measure words and
mastering their usage. Noun measure words are ,divided into four

. types in the discussion below.
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1) Measure wo.rds for individual units
be re: used for objects which can be grasped in the hand.

yJ be dao -ten \(a knife);

yi ba chohu -re1R~ (a teapot);

yT be shanzi -re.lWT (a fan);

yl be mT -re* (a handful of rice);
yT be huzi -reggT (a beard).

boor. JL : used for flower petals, leaves and sections of

fruit.

yJ banr meihuar - ••~ (a plum blossom petal);

yT bODf juzi -_fiT (a section of tangerine). .

boo @, : "bundle"; used for objects in bundles or packages.

yJ boo yTfu ~{g;t{J1fl' (a, bundle of clothes); .

yI boo tongguo -@'If* (a bag·ofcandy).::.

bei i{)F: "glass, cup"; used for measuring liquids·.

yi bei cha -~~. (a cup of tea);

yTbei niunei. -jf)F~tg} (a glass·of milk).

ben*:used for books,notebooks,.and' other bound objects.

yT ben sho - *.:f5 (a, book);

yJ ben biji -~~ill (a notebook full of notes);

yJ ben zazhl --:*~Jit; (a magazine). '
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bi ~ ! used for sums of money, Chinese characters, and cal-

ligraphy.

yt hi qi6n -~tl (a sum ofmoney);

yT bi kuanzi -~~T (a sum ofmoney);

yT bi hao zl -~1lf* (good handwriting).

bing m:used for objects, particUlar.ly tools, having handles.

yT bing fuzi -M1f-r (an axe); .

yT bing gangcha -m~Jt (a steel fork (a kind ofweapon».

bu =ms : used for books, movies, machines and cars.

yT bu cfdian -$ia]:!JI!. (a dictionary);

yr bu yT~gpian-: -~~jf.(a'movie);

yT bu jrql ,-~m:B (a machine).

ce mt: "volume":; used for individual ,books in a series or set.

yT ce sho -:JJJf~, .(a:volume);

yuwen keban dl-san ce ii:til~~=J!Jt (the-third volume

of a language textbook). ,j'

ceng ~ : used for objects' in layers, or for floors of a

building.

ylcemg 16u, -mfl, .(one:story of abuilding);

yT ceng hur - ~1J<. (a layer ofdust).'

cbo ttl : used for plays and.dramas.

yT cho xi -lli~ (a play).
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chu ~ : used for places or the things occupying them.

yT chu dlfang -~:l&1J (a place);

yT chu shanghen -tlt-mm (a scar)•

. , .ChU~lD *:"string"; used for objects strung together':or re­

sembling astring~' " ,

yI chuon zhenzho ._*~.' (a string:ofpearls);'

yJ do chuan ren-ma -:..**,A.'.!b (a long string of troops).
,j • i:.

doi~ : "sack"; used for objects in bags or sacks~

yT doi mianfen -~iJif~· (a sack of flour);

yT dai dami -~**. (~sack 'ofrice). ..'~.' r:

doo:ili : used for rivers and other long, narrow objects; also

used· for doorsand' windows, commands· and exanilnation' 'ques-

tions. .' 'J

yJ doo he -il1ii1 (a river);-· .

yJ dao domen ~:ilt*rl (a door);'

yJ doo mingling -m.~ (a command);

yJ doo shuxue tfmu. ',-:-ilfJ[~1lli~ (a-math problem)~

dJ • : "drop"; used for drops of liquid.

yT dJ shui -_* (a drop of-water);"

yJ dJ yanlei -$iDllffl (a tear).'

ding TOt : used for objects having a peak.

yr ding maozi - lfiIM-r (a: hat); -
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yT ding wemzhang -lDt~1(lJC (a mosquito net).

du if : used for walls.

yT du qiang -ififl (a wall)~

duon m, : used for l~ng, Jnarrow objects, or for intangible

things which may be visualized as being long and narrow.

yT duan mutou -.fi*~ ,(a length of wood);

yT duan shfjian ·-mftiilliJ (a p'eriod of time);

yI duon hua -a:m (a talk, a statement).

duo ~ : used for flowers and clouds.

yT duo meiguihuar -~J.t.t.E (a rose);

yT duo boiyun -~B~ (a white cloud).

fenr. -f?t)L : used for newspapers aIid documents, as well as

for other objects made up ofelements matched together.

yT fenr fan -ffi'JLtli (a set meal);

yt fenr baozhi -ffi-JL.~ .(a newspaper).

feng ~ : used for objects which can be put in envelopes.

yT feng xin -Mffl (a letter).

fu $I : used for textiles and paintings.

yl fu beimian -~I.iii (a quilt cover);'

yt fu huoxiang -iWiimi'ft (a portrait).

gao" :used for objects having shafts.
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yT gan qiang -*fft (a rifle);

yf gan h6ngqi -:ff!1:. (a red flag).. ·

ge l' : a generally applicable measure word. Can be used for

people, a~ well as for many·tangible and intangible objects.

yT ge rEm -1'A (a person):-

. yi ge prngguo -1-.* (an apple);

yJ ge gushi -1-1&$ (a story).

gen m:used for long, slender objects.

yi gen gangguan -mm't (a steel tube);

yi gen t6ufa -m~£ (a hair).

guJH{ : used for objects in strips, as well as for odors,gases,

and groups of people.

yJ gu xian -1N:~':: (a thread);.

yT gu xiangweir -JItif,*JL- (a fragrantaroma);

yi gu tufei ~1&±D!" .(a gang of bandits).

hang ft': "row" line";' used for objects in rows..

yi hang zi -~j~ (a line of Chinese characters);

yY"hang doyon .~~f.T*JI. (a line ofwild geese).

he ~: "box"; used for objects in boxes.

yJ he binggan ~1JfT (a box of biscuits);.

yT he hu6chai -1c..1<~ (a box. of matches).

jia~ : used for hOlJseholds or business enterprises.
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yT jia caizhu -~ti'± (a wealthyfamily);

yT jio fanguan -~i1im J (a restaurant); ,

yijia shodian -~4SJiS (a bookstore).

jia. : used for certain mechamcalobjects.

yTjia feijJ -~~m (an airplane); ,,

yT jia dazlji -~rr~m (a typewriter).

jian Ii] : used for small architectural units-rooms and

houses. .. I

yi jian f{Jngzi -faJ9i--r (a house);

yJ jian jiaoshi - fBJit~ (a classroom).

pan 1lf : used for certain household dbjects, ,articles of cloth-

ing, and affairs.

yT jian x{ngli -1lffi~ (a piece ofluggage);

yJ jian chenyi -1lfft-~' (a shirt),:

yi jian shlqing -{lf$'11 (an affair, a piece of business)~

jie • : used for long, slender objects which are in some way

cut off.

yi jie dianxian\-.at!~· (a length ofwiring);

yi jie shuzhl -.~*i (a tree branch).

jie 17 : used for sections of segmented objects. ' .. _..' .,-'

yJjie huoohe -li.*.$' (one car ofatrain);

yJ jie gonzhe -littm; (a Section of sugarcane);

yJ jie ke --17il (a class, one meeting of a class).
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ju 1i) : unit of speech or writing.

¥T ju huo -1i)~ (a word, a remark);

yi ju shr -1i]~ (one line ofverse); :'i :

juan!{;: : used for rolled-up objects.

yijuan pagai -~.m .. (a roll of bedding); ., .

yT juan gaozhl -1fii.~ (a roll of drafting paper).

ke ~ : used for t~ees and for certain plants which grow like

trees. ..

yi ke shu -ItW (a tree);

yi ke boicoi -.E:l~ .(a head of Chinese cabbage)•.

ke • : used for: small, round objects~

yr ke zidon -~TJ(l (a bullet);

yT ke huongdou -ltRli (asoybean).'.·

'~ _!, ..

kou J:J : used for people (in counting population, members of

a household, etc~), pigs, and inanimate objects having amouth.

yr kou ren - J:J A (a person); i" -

yT keu zho - 1:1 fl~ ,(a pig); ....: f :,.:

yr keu jing - n* (a well):

kuoi ~ : used for .objects in the,form of pieces or

slices. kuai is also a unit of money, equivalent to yuan 5G.' :..
yT kuei binggan -~t)Ff .(a .biscuit);

yi kuoi shoupe .-tR:~~tf (a,handkerchieO;
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yi kuai qian -~fl (one yuan).

Ii ;f.)[ : used for objects in pellet form.

yJ 11 mT -~* (a grain ofrice);
yJ II zidan -~T~" (a bulle!).

liang~ : usedJor wheeled vehicles.

yi liangqiche-~~$ 'i (an automobile);

yI liang zix(ngche -~B~T$ (a bicycle).

-lie JlJ: used for objects in rows, and for trains.

yJ lie hu6che -JIJ.*$. (a train);

yi lie shlbTng' -JlJ±~ I (a :row of soldiers).

Itl ~ : used for very' slender objects, ,and· for thoughts and

feelings. ..\ ' I

yi ltl t6ufa .-~~~ '. :(a'hair); ;'

yt Itl qrngsT -~fWJ~ (a feeling of love).

,'"

, :mei.~ : used for'medals~ badges, and similar·small objects;

also used for ammunition.

yJ mei jiangzhong .-~?Jt. (a'~edal);

yt mei zhadan -~:J$5itt (a bomb).'

"men·/'--l : 'used. for 'guns, technical skills, and academic
courses.. ;'1' 'I ';'i'· ;.

yT men dapoo - n*~(a cannon, a gun);

yi men gongke-:r-/~l:9J'il'(acourse, a subject);
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yi men XUeWE3n -n~mJ ;,(a branch of learning).

mien 1ti : used for flat objects~

yi mion jingzi -lIiiitr (a mirror);

yi mion h6ngqi -lti!I:., (a red flag).

ming ~ : used for persons of a specified status or occupation.

yT m(ngyanyuon' '~~ fiflA (a performen);'~

yJ ming fanyl -~lJw (an interpreter).' .,"
,_I, r.: .

poi 11~ : used for objects'inrows. ; I

yT poi yizi, ~f.jF*1tT ,,(a row ofchairs);

yJ pOi guoshu -lI~.W (a row of fruit trees).
'; ,I',: 1.( , . ~ J '

, ; :; l "

pan it : "plate"; used:for ,6bjects'in dishes~ as well as', fQrob-

jects resembling plates. I ' , :! .'.' "

yJ pan coi -it~ (a plate of food);

yl pon wenxiang -:1l~~, :(a,coil of mosquito-repellent in-

cense); 1" i:'>[!., ':

yJ pon qr~.fA:tlt(a,game,of.chess).\ If' :;.:'i l ; : •. !'/

pen ~;: I~basin~; used for objects in pots Oli basins. ~ . .\'

yT plm shui -~* (a basin of water);
yl pen lonhua ~~~~, (a pot:Of.orchids).,J:
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yT pi bu '-:-Iffi;(P(a bolt ofcloili).

pian. : used for paper, pages ofa ,book, written articles and

essays.

yT pionr zhi -.~ (a sheet of paper);

yT pian lunwem -.~X (a dissertation).

pian Jt : used ,for; objects in slices, flat, leveLobjects, and cer-

tain abstract objects. ' • ,

yT pian mianboo - JtiiiiY, (a slice of bread);

yI pian coodl - JtJii:l& (a' lawn);

yI pian shenqing -.-.Jt~1f" (a deeply felt emotion).

ping ni : used for objects in bottles.

;'yf ,ping jiu ~nim (a bottle ofwine); ! ;".:

yT ping qlshui -Mi~* (a bottle of soda).

" , .• ,shan.1$.) : used for doors and wiildows.

yT shon damen -**1'1 (a door); ,I.'

yT shan bolichuong -.-it,._ ;'(a glass window).

,
shen ~: used, for suits of-clothing'and other things that cov-

er the body.

yT shen xTn yffu' ~~fIi:«~ (a new suit);

yT shen hanshui -~ff* (sweat from head to toe).
I '

, . ~ . "

shou tr :used for poems and songs.

yT shou shT -trw (a'poem);",
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yT shou gequ - ttiIIX db (a song).

shou ¥ : used for talents or skills which employ the hands.
yT shou hoo zi -¥~~ (good handwriting);
yi shou hoo zhenxion ~¥1lftr~ (good needlework).

shu*:used for objects in bunches.
yT shu xiOnhuOr "\ -*jJ~ (a bouquet of fresbflowers);
yT shu xinjion - Jl[ffi-f1f (a sheaf.ofletters).

sOu • : used for large ships.
yT sOu lunchuon -.~:Jm (a steamship),
yJ sou jonjion -g~&n (a warship).

suo J9T : used for buildings, schools, hospitals, and other large

establishments. '
yT suo fongzi ~FJTJJiT .(a house, abuilding);
yJ suo xuexiao -FJT~~ "(a schooI);
yJ suo yTyuon -JYf~~ (a hospital).

toi i1 : used for machines, equipment, and stage. perfoIm-
ances.

yT tOi dianshijI ~~J4!mfJL (a TV set)"
yJ toi huOju -fi~mrJ (a play);
yJ toi hao XI -ft1lf~ (a good performance).

nao .fk: : used for long, .narrow objects, and for. items of a se-
nes.
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yT tiao he -~fiiJ (a river);

yT tiao yu -~il (a fish);

yi tiao jie -~,Jj (a street); .

yJ tiao xTnwen - ..JiM (an'item ofnews).

't6u ~ : used for cattle, donkeys, sheep, and certain other

domestic animals.

yJ t6u shuihiu -~7J<.lf (a water buffalo);

yT t6u 10 -~wr (a donkey);· .

yi t6u lu6zi -3k• .:r (a mule)..

toan m:used for objects:in .balls or clumps~

yT tuan mianhua -mtlil~, (a ball' of cotton);

yT tuan liehuQ -m~.* (a heart full of raging fire).

wei m:used for people; carries respectful overtones,.'

yT wei xuezhe --{}i:~;f.(a,scholar); '; I I .

yJ wei keren -1Y.~A ,(a'guest)~ '.. : '
. I ~ ..'

wO • : used for a group of animals born or hatched at the

same time. .,. ";
yt wO xiaozho -=/J,. (a little of piglets);

yT wO xiaoJJ -./h~, .(abtoodiofohicks). :.'., ;'~ '. ~

xiong JJf : used, for items in- a;s~es.·
yT xiong renwu -JJ}Uf4r (a task);

'yJ xiong y{Jnjio keU -JJHjJf~i.lJl!i (a research topic).'
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yang~ : "sort"; used to indicate a certain sort of object.

san yang cai ='.f-F~ .(three dishes); I

yibai duo yang shangpTn - a $.f-F jftj &it (over a hundred

kinds .of merchandise).

ya Iii· : used for pag~s of a .book.

yi ya sho - Iii 45 (one page of a book).

yuan .6!: used. for. generals (most often seen ·in novels and

dramas).

yi yuan dajiang - .9!*~ (a general).

zhao ]I :'used for lights and lamps.

yi zhan diandeng -~Jt!~r (an electric light);

yf zhan meiy6udeng -ii~ldJM (a kerosene lamp).

zhOng ~ : used for paper, hides, beds, tables, mouths, and

certain other objects.

yf zhong zhi ~~~ (a sheet ofpaper);

yT zhong niup{ ~**Bi:(a cowhide);

yi zhang machuang -5tE** (a wooden bed);

yi zhong zhuozi -5tE~T (a table);

yI zhang zulba -*lltE I (a mouth).

zhl,R : used for .certain animals and utensils, as well as for

single components ofa pair.

yi zhi ji ~~~ . (a chicken);

yi zhi loohu - J{~JJt (a tiger);
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yi zhTxiongzi - .R~T (a suitcase);

yi zhi fonchuan - .R lM.Mt (a sailboat);

yLzhT erduo - .R!I=~ (an ear);

yT zhT WQzi - .R**r (a sock).

zhi tt : used for sticklike objects and for branches bearing

leaves or flowers.

yi zhT ganbl -~i§~ (a fountain pen);

yi zhl meihuor -:tt.~ (a branch of plum blossoms);

yl zhT yangliu -tt~*JP (a willow branch).

zbT ~: used for troops, songs, and certain other objects.

yT zhi dulwu .- j(~ffi (a contingent of troops);'

yl zhl mrnge' -1(~ifk (a folksong).

zhong f+ : "sort"; used to in~icatea certain sort of person or

object.

san zhong ren =:f+A (three kinds ofpeople); '...

liang zhong bu fJJjf+;{P (two kfuds ofcloth);

yJqian duO zhong shongpln -=f~~TftiKb (over a thousand

kinds of merchandise).

zha 1*: used for trees and:plants.

yT zho sOngshu -1*fk;f>t (a pine tree);

yl zho mudon ........:f*tl:f3- (a peony bush).

zhuong it: : used for affairs or pieces of business.

yl zhuong shlr -fltfJJL (an affair).
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zhuong lJl.i: used for buildings, particularly those. of several

stories.

yl zhuong doI6u -$fA:*~ (a (multi-storied) buil~g).

zhuo ~ : used for meals and banquets.

yT zhuojiuxi -~WJi~ (a feast);

yi zhuo karen -~~A' (a table ofgUests (at a banquet».

zuo.lm : used for large, immovable objects.

yJ zuo shan - ~ J.1J (a mountain);

yT zuo tieqioo I ~~~;5'f :(an iron bridg~);

yT zuo t6ngxiang -~i!l1t (a bronze.statue).

2) Measure words for eoUectives

ban YI : used for groups ofpeople.

Ioile yt ban pengyou.· *7 -:tilEJlJJ -:&'. (a group of friends ar­
rived);

yt ban xuesheng -Yf~~ (a class of students).

bang lit : used for groups of people.

Mile yi do bang ren *7 -:* fW A (a big group of people
arrived);

yt bang tufei -1W±Im {a gang of bandits)z

c6~g !.A: used for plants growing in clumps.

Ylc6ngjuhuar --:'£~ft (a patch ofchrysanthemums);
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yI c6ng guanmu - £#1* (a clump of bushes).

die ~: used for objects stacked in layers.

yI die zhi -~~ (a stack of papers);

yi die xlnfeng -~fflM (a stack ofenvelopes);

yT die yTfu -~;:«HIl (a pile of clothes).

duTit : used for piles of things.

yi dUI nrtu -Jt~± (a pile of earth);

yT duJ lajI -Jt!JL~ (apite oftrash).

dul IR: ,used for people drawn up in ranks or rows.

yi dul xuesheng -~~~. (a row of students);

yi dul ren-ma -f$A.A!b (a row oftroops).

dol Xq- : used for pairs of people or objects.

yJ dui lionren -xq-~A· (a pair of lovers);

yi dul erhuan -~lI=:PF (a pair ofearrings).

fu lId : used for sets·of things.

yT fLi shoutoo -IU-¥~ (a pair ofgloves);

yl fu xiangqr -IU~:m (a Chinese'chess set).

huo fX : used for groups of people.

yT huo xuesheng ,-fX~~ (a group of students);

yT huo feitu -fXID!~ (a gang of bandits).

pI 1lt : used for large quantities of merchandise or large
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groups of people.

yl pI zahuQ ~m~~ (aJot of dry goods);

yl pI jonren -&¥A (a group of soldiers).

quo W: used for groups ofpeople or animals.

yT qun haizi -D~-=f (a group ofchildren);

yT qun yang, -It$: (a flock of sheep).

!ihuOog ~ : used for pairs of objects.

yT shuOng xie - ~1(i' (a pair of shoes);

yr-shuang sholl -~-¥ (a'pair of hands).

tao~ : used for sets of objects.

yT tao kebelD -~il* (a set of textbooks);

yT tao jiaju --"'~~1t (a set of furniture).

zu tJi: used for organized groups of people or objects.

yI zu xuesheng -m~1:. (~group of students);

yI zu di6nchi -tJilti'1fk (a set of batteries).

3) Measure words for weights 'and measures

Length:

,,'

, 1. -' .1:

fen ?t (=- cm); ,
i 3 .; ;,e • I

,ClJD 'f (= 10 fen, or" 3: ~ em);

chi R. (= 10 clm, or 33 ~ em);

1zhang 3t (= 10 chi, or 3 3 m);
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Weight:

Area:

Volume:
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U.!I! (= 150 zhang, or 500m)1

UmT lm)lt (centimeter);

mT * '. (meter\

gongli ~1l! (kilometer);

hailT tfj}.M (nautical mile);

Yingli ~lE (mile).

qian ~ (=. 5 gm);

liang Wi., (= 10; qian, or 50 gm);

jTn R (= 10 liang, or 500 gm);

ke 1£ (gram);

gOpgjIJ;l .~IT, (kilogram);

dOn IfiI! (ton).

fen ?t' .( :::-66 2/ 3 sq m);

mu lEi -(~ 10 fen, or 6 2/3 are);

prngfangcun .lfl-1I'i" (square cUn);

prngfangchT JJf-1IR,.. (square 'chT);

prngfangmi ~1I* (square meter).

UfOngcan Ji:1I'i" (= .000037 cub m);

UfOngchf ' Ji.1IR. (= .037 cub m);
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4) Indefinite measure words
There are only two indefmite measure words in Putonghua:

xie'@ (some; a'few) anddianr ~)l (8: little, a bit).

xie ®: indicates a, fairly large number or amount. It can fol­

low the numeral yi - (one)~ a demonstrative pronoun ·zhe·;!

(this) or no jj~ (that)~ or certain other modifiers. Itis written as

one unit with the component it follows:

yTxie -,@ (some);.

. zhexie 5!.@ (these);.

naxie . !~@ (those);

haoxie 3lf@ (a lot 00.

dienr h.. JL : indicates a small number or amount. It can fol­

low yT - (one), a demonstrative pronoun zhe 3! (this) orna !~

(that); or certain other· modifiers. It is written as one unit with the

component it follows:

yidianr -~~JL' (a bit~ a little); .

zhedianr i!~~)L (this bit, these few);

nadianr !~~~JL (that bit, those few).

Whenxieor dianr are 'preceded bya verb,.however, they are

written separately from it:

. chT xie dOngXi ~@*l§. (eat something);

. xia ,xie wenzhang ~:®)(. (do some writing);

'chT dianr dOngxi nzh..JL*W (eat a little something);

xia dianr wenzhang Eif~JL)(. (do a little writing).
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4.6 Verb Measure Words
Verb measure words are used to show the number of times

an action is carried out. Not many. of these words are used in

Putonghua; the most important few are introduced below. Verb

measure words are written separately from the numerals that pre­

cede them.

ci ?X : used to indicate the number of times an action is per­

formed.

Zhege dianying we kanle sOn d. ,1!"t~~~;f737Xo

(lIve seen this movie three times.).

bur lID : used to indicate the number of times an action is per­

formed. hut is often used with.actions indicating motion, as com..
ing or going.

TO jio we quguo liang hut. 1tI!~JJG*:M iW 1m 0 (I've·been

to his house twice.)~

xio r :used to indicate the number of times an action is per­

formed. Used only with actions that take a short period of time to
perform.

We qTngqIng de'zoi to de bei shang poile liang xia.JJG.~~

:ltf!1E1tk~1rJ:;J=a 7 jJJjr 0 (I lightly patted him twice on

the back.).

dun Ii : used to indicate the number of times an action is
performed. It is used mainly for the actions of eating, scolding,

-264-

Chinese Romanization: Pronunciation and Orthography

www.pinyin.info



beating, and giving advice.

Women mEH tion chI sOn dun fan. ~1114ijj(PZ=:~-t&o

(We eat three meals a day.); .

TO bei ren male yl dun. flf!itA.-'!b 7 -~o
(ae got a scolding.).

zhen ~ : indicates that an action took up only a short period

of time.

JintiOn xiale,yi zhenyu, mashangjiu q(ng Ie. 4'-~"F7-~

m, :fb l::~ IIR To (It rained for a little while today and

then cleared up immediately.).

Dongbian xiangle yi zhen qiOngsheng. *il1iIP!J 7 - ~ ;f1t
JS 0 (There was a sound of gunfue to the east.).

chang~ : used for theatrical and artistic performances, mov­

ies, and sports activities.

Zu6tion women daleylchang qiu. ftFj(a1nnT,-~.o

(We played ball yesterday.);

Wanshang you licing chang dianying. fIll:: ;{:f 1!i~ It!.~ 0

(There are two movies being shown tonight.).

tang ~ : used to indicate a number of trips or journeys
I

taken.

JInni6n wo qule yitang Chengda. ~~~"*7'-~JitflSo
(I made a trip to Chengdu this year.).
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bian ,if!! : used to indicate the number of~ times an action is

cameo out in entirety.

Qing ni zoi shuo yJ bUm. iW~N-m"""'iio (Could you say
that again?);

Wo bo kewen c6ng t6u dao wei kanle.liong bian. ~re.)(

1A~ ~j R!~7 iWii 0 (I read the text twice from begin­

ningto end.).

zOo iI: indicates the number oftimesajoumey is taken.

DaoBeijtng w6 hoi shi di-yt zOo. ilJ~~J.i(~~~~-ilo

(This is my first :trip to Beijing.).

fOn lit: used to indicate ,the number of times a relatively

strenuous action is performed. . /

WosJkaole yi fan" zhongyu 'ho wentf nong m'ngbai.Ie. ~/m.

~7 -11, ~TrefiiJJm3!f19lB 70 .(1 thought about the
problem for a while before I finally got it straightened out

in my mind.).

One can also use the names of tools or parts of the body as

measure words for certain actions:

konle yi doo, i1\T-J} (tooka chop at),dao Jl (knife);

dole yT qiang 1fT-~ (took a shot at), qiong ~ (gun);
Ule yi jiao g 7 - ~ ,'. (kicked), jiao,' Dill (foot);,

yaole yi kou ~7 - J:l (bit), kou 'JJ (mouth);

kanle liang yon ~T w;j ft~ (took a look at), yon Dl -(eye);
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aile san quan ~T'='~ (got beaten up), quan $ (fist).

4.7 Compound Measure Words
A compound measure word is made up of two 'measure

words, and expresses a compound unit of measure. In writing, a

hyphen links the two components. The most common few com·

pound measure words are listed below:

jia-ci $Wit (sortie; measures the number of airplanes fly·

ing over a given period of time);

, ren-ci A'tK" (person.....time; measures the number of peo­

ple taking partin a given activity over a given period of time);

mioo~mi ~* (meters per second);

miao~lifangmi t'Pjf:1i* (cubic meters per second).
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