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guistic environment in which a given word occurs.in order to de-
cide how it should be written. Consider the;following sentence
pairs: ‘ '
yidong jiu kU —‘758 i3 (burst into tears readlly) (ytdbng
means “easily, readily”); foe .
yi dong jit téng —3BhEEH&E  (to start achmg as soon-as one
moves) - SR ‘ :
(dong means “to move,” while yi is part of the construction
yi..jil..., “as soon as... then...”).
qui péole wili =SB THBE (ran five miles without
stopping) (yiqi —% means “without stopping”);
yi ql jiu likaile jia - —SBMBEHF TR
(left home as soon as one got angry) (yi qi.— means: “ as soon
as one gets angry”).
* yildi kdn sho, érldi cha zilido —FF/FH, ZKEFEH
(first to read books, secondly to consult reference materials)(yilai
—3 means “first”);

yi ldi jit zudxia kén sha —RMETFTEH -
(sit down and start reading as.soon as one arrives)
(yi16i —3K means “as soon as one arrives”). -

Measure Words : :

Measure words express units of measure for objects or ac-
tions. Measure. words for: objects are the more common of the
two types; they appear frequently in Putonghua, most often in the
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construction “numeral + measure word + noun” to indicate the
amount or quantity of an objcet Measure words are written
separately from the words that precede and follow them:

yigérén —A A (one person) (numeral + measure word +
noun);. '
san wan fan =MR (three bowls of rice) (numeral + meas-
ure word + noun). :

Other elements may be inserted into this structure. In this
situation, all components are still written separately:

- san da wén fan = KB . (three bxg bowls of rice); (numeral
“+ adjectlve + measure word + noun). -

Measure words are divided into two main subcategories,

noun measure words and verb measure words, in the discussion
below.

4.5 Noun Measure Words
Noun measure words are units used to show the number or
amount of an object. There are least a hundred measure words in
common use in modern Putonghua. Accepted usage determines
which measure word is used with which nouns; while there is a
certain logic to the matching, the student of Putonghua must be
prepared to spend some time memorizing measure words and
mastering their usage. Noun measure words are d1v1ded into four
- types in the discussion below. =~ .
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1) Measure words for individual units
b& #8: used for objects which can be grasped in the hand.
yibddao —BJ] .(aknife); '
yibdchdhy —iBZE (a teapot);
yib8 shanzi —3iBEF (afan)
yibdmi —3BXK (ahandful of rice);
yibdhizi —IB#HF (abeard).
banr #8 JL. : used for flower petals, leaves and sections of
fruit. L - .
yi banr méihuar —#484E (a plum blossom petal);
yibanrjozi —¥HEF (a section of tangerine).

bdo £2 : “bundle”; used for objects in bundles or packages.
yibdoyifu —&&KMR (abundle of clothes);
yi bdo tanggud —EFHR (a bagofcandy).”

bai #F . “glass, cup”; used for measuring liquids.
yibsichd —#F (acupoftea);
yi-b&i nitndi. —H4F  (a glass of milk)..

bén # . used for books, notebooks, and other bound objects.
yibénsha —Z&+ (abook) :
yibénbiji —Z%iZ (a notebook full of notes);

yibénzdzhl —#%# (a magazine). -
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bi % : used for sums of money, Chinese characters, and cal-
ligraphy. L '
yibigidn —%4 (a sum of money);
yibikudnzi —%3KF (asum of money);
yibihdozi —ZHFF (good handwriting).

bing #4 : used for objects, particularly tools, having handles.
yibingfizi —#F T (anaxe);- '
yi bing gingcha —##IX (a steel fork (a kind of weapon)).

bu # : used for books, movies, machines and cars.
yibucididn  —FiASL  (a dictionary);
yi bu yingpitn - —¥E K (amovie);
yibujiqi , —#HL3§ (a machine).

cé fif : “volume”; used for individual books in a series or set.
yicésha —¥4 - (a-volume);
yliwén kebén di—san cé¢ EXRAE =M (the third volume
of a language textbook). o

céng )2 : used for objects in layers, or for floors of a
building.
yicénglou —2# . (onestory-of a building);
yicénghui —2JK (alayer of dust).
ch i ; used for plays and dramas.
yichoxi —H3k (aplay).
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chti 4t : used for places or the things occupying them.
yichudifang —4b#idr  (a place); :
yichtshanghén —4b45IE  (a scar).

- chuan B . “string”; used for objects strung together-or re-
sembling a string.” -~ S -

yichudn zhenzho —H2 ¥ (a stringof pearls);-

yidd chudn rén—md —XKHB AL (along string of troops).

dai 4% : “sack”; used for objects in bags or sacks.
yi ddi mianfén —49W#} (a sack of flour);
yiddidami —4¥KXk  (asack ofrice). . 't

ddo i : used for rivers and other long, narrow objects; also
used for doors and- windows, commands-and examination ‘ques-
tions. S )
yiddohé —iEW (ariver) - - S
yiddo ddmén X[ (adoor)y @ T
yi ddo mingling —i#®f4 (a command);
yi ddo shixué timt - ~—E¥EEE (a-math problem), -

iy

di #% : “drop”; used for drops of liquid.
yidishui —{&/K (adropofwater)j
yidiydnlei —FERE (atear).

ding T : used for objects having a peak.

ytdingmdozi —TREF (ahat) - )
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yiding wénzhang —T4Mk (a mosquito net).

dii 3% : used for walls. :
yidiqidng —3&8E  (a wall).

dudn Bt : used for long, narrow objects, or for intangible
things which may be visualized as being long and narrow.
yi dudn mutou —EEAKk (alength of wood);
yi duan shijion —EBf[E] (a period of time);
yidudnhua —BtiE (atalk, a statement).

dud Z : used for flowers and clouds.
vl dud méiguihuar —SBBIE  (a rose);
yidud btiyin —ZHZ (a white cloud).

fenr 4} JL. : used for newspapers and documents, as well as
for other objects made up of elements matched together.
yifenr fan —{JUR (a set meal);
yifénr baozhi —4 LI (a newspaper).

feng £t : used for objects which can be put in envelopes.
yifengxin —3#{5 (aletter).

fG 98 : used for textiles and paintings.
yifa béimian —{HEKTE (a quilt cover);
yi fo hudxiong —MEE (a portrait).

gdn #F : used for objects having shafts.
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yighn qiang —¥F#& (arifle);
yi gdn hongqi —FFZLHE  (a red flag). -

gé /1 : a generally applicable measure word. Can be used for
people, as well as for many tangible and intangible objects.
yigérén —/ A (aperson);
yigépinggud —AER (an apple);
yigé gushi —/NBEF (astory).

gén 1 : used for long, slender objects.
yi gén ganggudn —RME  (a steel tube);
yigentoufa —MkE (ahair).

gl Ji& : used for objects in strips,.as well as for odors, gases,
and groups of people.
yigixitn —MR% - (a'thread);
yi gl xiangweir —&FORJL (a fragrant aroma);
yi gl tiféi  —&1HE . . (a gang of bandits).

hdng 1T . “rows line”; used for objects in rows..
yihdngzi —4FF (aline of Chinese characters);
yT hang dayan —4TAKHE - (a line of wild geese).

hé £: “box”; used for objects in boxes.
yi hé binggan —&PF (a box of biscuits);
yihé hudchdi —#& k2% (a box of matches).
jia & : used for households or business enterprises.
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yijiacdizht —ZHME (a wealthy family);
yijio fangudn —FIRIE (a restaurant); -
yijiashodion —Z$JE (a bookstore).

jit 2 ; used for certain mechanical objects.
yijiafeiji —Z WL (an airplane); -
yijit dazlji —ZRITFHL (a typewriter).

jion |8 . used for small architectural units—rooms and
houses. o
yijion fangzi —[@BF (a house)
yijian jidoshi —E#ZE (a classroom).

jian 4 : used for certain household dbjects, articles of cloth-
ing, and affairs.
yijian xingli —#47% (a piece of luggage);
yijian chényi —###& (ashirt)y ‘
yi jidn shiging —-{4‘$ 1% (anaffair, a piece of busmess)

jlé # : used for long, slender objects wlnch are in some way
cut off. ' :

y1jié didnxian -&@%% (a length of wiring);

yijié shuzhi —#RMEL (a tree branch).

jié 97 : used for sections of segmented objects.. e
yijié hudche —I7KZE (one car ofa train);
yijié ganzhe —¥iHH (a section of sugarcane);
. yijiéke —358R (aclass, one meeting of a class).
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ju 4 : unit of speech or writing.
yijuhua —&)#E (a word, a remark);
yijushi —&J#F (one linie of verse):

judn # : used for rolled—up objects.
yijudn pogai —#4i3E .(a roll of bedding);
yijudn gdozhi —BWLK (aroll of drafting paper_);

ke B} : used for trees and for certain plants whlch grow hke
trees.

yi k& shu —ﬁw (a tree) - :
yi ke baicdi —HBREI3E . (a head of Chinese cabbage)

k& i : used for small, round objects.
yikézidan —FFH (a bullet);
yi ke hudngdou —HHEE (asoybean).
R N TN ' L,
kdu [ : used for people (in counting population, members of
a household, etc.); pigs, and inanimate objects having a mouth.
yikburén —HA (aperson) I S R A
yikbuzho —O¥. (apigh o TS
yikdujing —HAH (a well):

kadi 3R . used for .objects in the.form of pieces or
slices. kuai is also a unit of money, equivalent to yuan JG. : -
yr kudi binggdn —3PF (a biscuit);.
yi kudi shbupad —3F#f  (ahandkerchief);
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yikudiqidn —3R4& (one yuan).

Li $% : used for objects in pellet form.
yilmi —HpiX (a grain of rice);
yilizidn —HF# (2 bullet)

liing 4 : used for wheeled vehicles.
yi lidng qiche —#H¥%%E ' (an automobile);
yi lidng zixingche —¥HAITE (a bicycle).

-li¢ %) : used for objects in rows, and for trains.
yi lié hudche —3|K%E. (a train);
yili¢ shibing —#:& "' (arow of soldiers).

10 4§ . used for very slender ob]ects, and for thoughts and

feelings.

yil tbufa —2%k%K (a hmr)

yild qingsl —-%ﬁﬂ (a feelmg of love).
Illél ﬁt used for medals; badges, and similar small objects;
also used for ammunition.

yi méi jingzhang —BEE (a medal)s

yiméi zhadan —HrEH (abomb).

-mén- ] . -used. for guns, techmcal skills; and academic
courses. - . o o

yI mén dapdo —I]k}ﬂ (a cannon,agun)

yi mén gongke —[1Zh# (a course, a subject);
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yi mén xuéwén —[]% 8] . (a branch of learning).

midn 1 : used for flat objects: -
yimidn jingzi —HE8ETF (a mirror);
yi mién hongql —MELLHE  (ared flag).

ming 4 : used for persons of a specified status or occupation. ,
yiming yinyudn  —ZHA (@ performer);
yiming fanyl —4%& ﬁ# (an 1nterpreter)

pai # . usedforobjectsmrows TR
yipaiyizi —HE#FF - (a row of chairs);
yi pdi gudshu —‘ﬁﬁ%ﬁi (a row of fruit trees)

pén £ . “plate”; uscd for objbcts in dxshes, as well as for ob-

jects resembling plates. . .. : wibom

yipancai —#&3¥K (aplate of food) ,
yi pdn wénxiang —RBF . (a conl of mosqulto—repellent in-
cense); g ; T TT T
yi pdn qi —&#  (a game, ofchess) SHIARTRHINE RN

- pén £ : “basin”; used for objects in pots orbasins. i
yipénshui —#x7K (a basin of water); Co et
yi pén lanhua *ﬁélﬁ (a pOtbf,orchids).,n fon e,
pilt. used for horses and mules, as well as for bolts of cloth.
yipimd —PtZ (ahorse); .. SRR TR I Con
yipichbuzi —EHF (a bolt of silk); | SENTARE
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yipiby —PE7i  (a bolt of cloth).

pidn 54 : used for paper, pages of a book, written articles and
essays. '
yipidnr zhi —H4K (a sheet of paper)
yi pian linwén —-%r&)‘c (a dlssertatlon).

pidn H‘ used for: objects in slices, ﬂat, level objects, and cer-
tain abstract objects. ‘
yi pidn midnbdo — K Eﬂ (a slice of bread);
yipidn cdodi —HEH# (alawn); .
yi pitn shenging — H¥4F  (a deeply felt emotion).

ping ff : used for objects in bottles.
yipingjil —#EE (a bottle of wine);
yi ping qishui  —J#i¥/K (a bottle of soda).

. .+ shan 8 : used for doors and windows.
yishan damén —B K1 (a door)
yi shan bolichuang —E3FEFHT . (a glass window).

shen £ . used for suits of clothmg and other thmgs that cov-
er the body. »

yi sh&n xin yifu: -—-%ﬁ?&ﬂ& (a new suit);
yl shan hanshui —‘E’?Fﬁk (sweat from head to toe).

shéu 'é‘ used for poems and songs.

yishbushi —&H¥# (apoem);-
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yishéu gaqt —EH M (asong).

shdu 3 : used for talents or skills which employ the hands.
yishduhdozi —FIFF (good handwriting);
yi shdu hdo zhenxian —FIF44R  (good needlework).

shu ﬁ used for objects in bunches. :
yi shu xianhuar . —3R#7E  (a bouquet of fresh ﬂowers)
yishuxinjian —®R{E# (a sheaf of letters).

sou f# : used for large ships.
yi sou lunchudn - —fE%A5 (a steamship);
yi sou janjidn —ﬁzﬁm (a warship).

sud P : used for bmldmgs, schools, hospltals, and other large
establishments. - ‘
yisud fangzi —BrHEF  (a house, a building);
yisud xuéxido —Fr%& (aschool);
yi sud ylyudn —‘BfE% (a hospltal)

tdl : used for machines, equipment, and stage perform-
ances. L o :

yi tdi dionshiji —&HEHL (@ TV set)s

yitdi hugjt —&iERE|  (a play);

yitsihdoxi —&IFIR (a good performance).

tido #&. : used for long, narrow objects, and for items of a se-

ries.
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yitidohé —%&W (ariver);

yitiloyd —#&Kf (afish)

yitidojis —KHT (astreet);

yitiGo xinwén —&KH M (anitem of news).

‘tou 3k : used for cattle, donkeys, sheep, and certain other
domestic animals. -
yi téu shlinid —3k7K4 (a water buffalo);
yitould —3k%* (adonkey); -
yitbuluézi —kIEF (amule).

tudn B : used for objects:in balls or clumps:
yi tudn mianhua —BAMTE - (a ball of cotton);
yi tudn lichu6 —HEZX (a heart full of raging fire).

wei i : used for people; carries respectful overtones.
yiwéi xuézhé —{pi%¢#H (ascholar); I
yT wéi kérén —ﬁ‘ZgA »(aguest);, »

w0 & : used for a group of animals born or hatched at the
same time: . Con ' Pt

yl wo xiozha —%§ /J\% (a httle of plglets)

yl wo xidoji —%/M¥. (a brood :of chicks).

xidng 3 : used for items in a series..
yixiang rénwu —I{EF (a task)
'yl xiting yanjio kéti —IABIFTVRAE  (a research topic).
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yang # : “sort”; used to indicate a certain sort of object.
sanyangcai =HE3E (three dishes); |
yibdi dud yang shangpin — HZHE & (over a hundred
kinds of merchandise).

- yé 1 . used for pages of a book.
yiyesha —J# (one page of a book).

yudn 5 : used for. generais (most often seen in novels and
dramas).

yi yudn dajiang — B K% (a general).

zhdn 3% . used for lights and lamps.
yi zhdn didndeng —=RH4T  (an electric light);
yi zhdn méiyéudeng —ZBHEMAT (a kerosene lamp).

zhang 7 . used for paper, hides, beds, tables, mouths, and
certain other objects.
yizhang zhi —#4K (a sheet of paper);
yizhang nitpi —3K4 B (a cowhide);
- yizhang michudng —3AKK (a wooden bed);
yi zhang zhudzi —3KRF (a table);
yizhang zuiba —3KBEE  (amouth).

zhi R . used for certain animals and utensils, as well as for
single components of a pair. '
yizhiji —R3% - (achicken);
yizhildoht —HER (a tiger);
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yi zhi xianng —R#F (asuitcase);
yi zhi fanchuén —RIAMF (a sailboat);
yizhi érduo —REZ% (anear);
yizhiwazi —R¥F (asock).

zhi B : used for sticklike objects and for branches bearing
leaves or flowers.
yizhiganbi —#48% (a fountain pen);
yi zhi méihuar —#i#§4E  (a branch of plum blossoms);
* yizhiyanglid —H##¥ (a willow branch).

zh1 % . used for troops, songs, and certain other objects.
yi zhi duiwti —3ZBAfH (a contingent of troops);
yizhimings —XR#K (afolksong).

zhdng F . “sort”; used to indicate a certain sort of person or
object.
san zhéngrén =FpA (three kmds of people)
lidng zhdng bl WA (two kinds of cloth);
yiqian dud zhdng shangpin —-?5 ﬂ'ﬁun (over a thousand
kinds of merchandise). SRR

zhQ #k : used for trees and'plants.
yi zhQ songsht  —Bk#AB  (a pine tree);
yizhomidan —#4Ef (a peony bush).

zhudng ¥ : used for affairs or pieces of business.

yi zhuang shir —#38)L (an affair).
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zhudng 1 . used for bulldmgs, particularly those of several

stories.
yizhuang dalbu —4EKH#  (a (multi—storied) building).

zhuo $ : used for meals and banquets.
yizhuo jilxi —ETEF (a feast);
yizhuo kérén —HZE AN (atable of guests (at a banquet))

zud B ; used for large, immovable objects.
yizudshan —PEIll (a mountain);
yi zuo tiégido . —EEEKHF : (an iron bridge);
yizud téngxiang —EE4AR  (a bronze statue).

2) Measure words for eollectives

ban 3 . used for groups of people.
ldile y1 ban péngyou T —HERAK  (a group of friends ar-
rived);
yi ban xuésheng —3PE2EH  (a class of students)

bang #¥ : used for groups of people
ldile yi d& bang rén kT — ﬁﬂk (a blg group of people
arrived); .
yi bang tuféi —-ﬁ?:t% (a gang of bandlts)

cong M used for plants growing in clumps.

“yicong juhudr —MZ57  (a patch of chrysanthemurns);
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yicong guinmi —MAMAK  (a clump of bushes).

di¢ #& : used for objects stacked in layers.
yidiézhi —&4K (a stack of papers);
yidié xinfeng —®&{§%F (a stack of envelopes);
yidié yifu —&KAR (apile of clothes).

dui 3 . used for piles of tﬁings.
yiduinitt —3¥JRL (a pile of earth);
yiduilaji —3#EHiHK  (a pile of trash).

dui BA ; used for people drawn up in ranks or rows.
yi dui xuésheng —BAZE4E . (a row of students);
yiduirén—-md —BAAL (arow of troops).

dui X : used for pairs of people or objects.
yiduilidnrén —X47A - (a pair of lovers);
yidui érhuén —X+EH3F (a pair of earrings). 1

fu HJ : used for sets of things.
yi fushdutto —BIFZE (a pair of gloves);
yi fuxiongql —BI%# (a Chinesechess set).

hud 1k : used for groups of people.
yi hud xuésheng —{k2:4: (a group of students);
yihud féita —{KEEfE (a gang of bandits).

pi #it . used for large quantities of merchandise or large
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groups of people.
yipizéhud —#Z5 (alot of dry goods);
yipijonrén —#FEA (a group of soldiers).

qun ¥ : used for groups of people or animals.
yiqunhdizi —FFEF (a group of children);
yiqun yang . —#3¥ (a flock of sheep).

shudng X : used for pairs of objects.
yishudng xi¢ —XU&E (a pair of shoes);
yishuang shdu —¥F (a pair of hands).

tdo % : used for sets of objects.
yitdokebén —ZEZE (a set of textbooks);
yitaojigjy —ZEFHKE (aset of furniture).

zU 4 . used for organized groups of people or objects.
yizli xuésheng —#H¥E4  (a group of students);
yizi didnchi —ZHHEHR  (a set of batteries).

3) Measure words for weights and measures

Léngth: fen % (= 3 omh N
- cim F (=10 fem, 01';3:%- cm);

chi R (=10 ctn, or 33 % cm); -

zhang X (= 10 chi, or 3 % m);
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Weight:

Area;

Volume:
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i B (=150 zhdng, or 500m);
Im! JEX  (centimeter);
mi XK - (meter)

gongli A8 (kilometer);

_ hdili EE (nautical mile);

Yingli %2 (mile).
gien 8 (= 5gm)
litng W . (=10 qi4n, or 50 gin);
jm ¢ (.= 10 liéng, or 500 gm);

k¢ R (gram)
gongim AT (kilogram);
don W  (ton).

fen 4 - (=662/3sqm)
mi H (= 10 fen, or 6 2/3£1re)§
pingfdngéﬁn 3!‘7:?‘1‘ (squé.re cim); .
pingfangchi ¥HR.-  (square -chi);
pingfangmi FJHXK  (square meter).

lifangeun A (= .000037 cub m)

lifangchi X FR (= .037 cubm);
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4) Indefinite measure words
There are only two indefinite measure words in Putonghua;
xig 26 (some, a few) and didnr £ JL (a little, a bit).
xig £ . indicates a fairly large number or amount. It can fol-
low the numeral yi — (one), a demonstrative pronoun zhé X
(this) or nd #P (that), or certain other modifiers. It is written as
one unit with the component it follows: '
yixic —2 (some):
. zhéxie X%  (these); -
naxie HRL (those);
hdoxie HFE (alot of).

didnr & JL : indicates a small number or amount. It can fol-
low yi —(one), a demonstrative pronoun zh¢ 3X (this) or na #f
(that); or certain other modifiers. It is written as one unit with the
component it follows:
yididnr — & JL ' (a bit, a little);
zhedidnr X JL  (this bit, these few);
nadidnr FBAJL  (that bit, those few).

When xi& or didnr are preceded by a verb, however, they are
written separately from it:
_chixis dongxi FZLE7RF  (eat something);
- xié xi& wénzhang BLXFE (do some writing);
chi didnr dongxi FZAJLART (eat a little something);
xié didnr wénzhang B RJLXXE (do alittle writing).
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4.6 Verb Measure Words

Verb measure words are used to show the number of times
an action is carried out. Not many of these words are used in
Putonghua; the most important few are introduced below. Verb
measure words are written separately from the numerals that pre-
cede them.

¢l IK : used to indicate the number of times an action is pey-
formed. :
Zhége didnying wd kdnlesancl. XA HERET =K.
(I’ve seen this movie three times.).

huf [ . used to indicate the number of times an action is per-
formed. hul is often used with actions indicating motion, as com-
ing or going.
Ta jia wd quguo lidng hul. fERBEEEHME. (vebeen
to his house twice.): :

xid T : used to indicate the number of times an action is per-
formed. Used only with actions that take a short period of time to
perform. : .

W& qingqing de zdi ta de bei shang paile lidng xia. TR

WEMK T LM TR T. (I lightly patted him twice on
the back.). .

dim 15 . used to indicate the number of times an action is

performed. It is used mainly for the actions of eating, scolding,
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beating, and giving advice.
Women méi tian chi san dun fan. #7148 Xz =K.
(We eat three meals a day.); -

Tabeirén male yidun. fh#AE T —if.
(He got a scolding.). :

zhén % . indicates that an action toek up only a short period
of time. '
Jintian xiale yi zhén yi, mdshang jis qingle. X TF 7T —
W, S EBHT. (It rained for a little while today and
then cleared up immediately.).
Dongbian xidngle yi zhén qidngshang. AW T —KE#
7.  (There was a sound of gunfire to the east.).

chdng 3% : used for theatrical and artistic performances, mov-
ies, and sports activities. ,
Zubtian wémen ddle yi chdng qiv. FER BT T —HEK.
(We played ball yesterday.);

Wanshang ybu liing chdng didnying. 8 E A WG HEE.
(There are two movies being shown tonight.).

tong # . used to indicate a number of trips or journeys
taken. ‘
Jinnién wo qule yitang Chéngda. 4-4ER =T —HIARAR.
(I made a trip to Chengdu this year.).
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bitin 38 : used to indicate the number of times an action is
carried out in entirety. T
Qing ni zdi shuo yi bian. FHRBER—E. (Could you say
that again?);

W6 bl kéwén cong t6u dao wéi kanle lidng bian. FRAVBRIC
MLBIRBETHME. (Iread the text twice from begin-
ning to end.). ' 1

zdo i# . indicates the number of times a journey is taken.
Dao Béijing wo hdi shi di-yi zdo. BlItERELE—H.
(This is my first trip to Beijing.).

fan & . used to indicate the number of times a relatively
strenuous action is performed.
W sikdole yi fan, zhongy( bd weéntf ndong mingbaile. &2
T —%F, KF{ERBFHET. (I thought about the
problem for a while before I ﬁnally got it straightened out
in my mind.). -

One can also use the names of tools or parts of the body as
measure words for certain actions:

kdnle yiddo. #KT—7] (tookachopat),ddo JJ (knife);
ddleyiqiang #TT—# (took a shot at), giang #& (gun);
tileyijido BT —H (kicked), jido B (foot);
yioleyikdu BT —O (bit),kdu B - (mouth)

kanle liing yén & T HER (took alook at), yin R -(eye)s
—266—

www.pinyin.info



Chinese Romanization: Pronunciation and Orthography

gilesan quan T =% (got beatenup),quan Z (fist).

4.7 Compound Measure Words

A compound measure word is made up of two ‘measure
words, and expresses a compound unit of measure. In writing, a
hyphen links the two components. The most common few com-
pound measure words are listed below:

jia—ci  ZB¥  (sortie; measures the number of airplanes fly-
ing over a given period of time); ‘

rén—ci- A K - (person—time; measures the number of peo-
ple taking part in a given activity over a given period of time);

mido—mi FPK (meters per second);

mido-lifangmi FPILHFXK  (cubic meters per second).
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